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PRESENTING THE 2019 BLUE DEVIL SHOW – “Ghostlight”
To set the stage, we quote – “A bare bulb atop a rudimentary pole, it stands at center stage, lit by the last person to leave the theatre each night and extinguished by the first person to arrive in the morning.  Though stark in stature and artless in form, the ghost light fulfills many functions…some practical, some supernatural.”  Ghostlight shines a light on 154 extraordinary performers as the Blue Devils travel the US for a summer of music, motion and imagination.  With a rich history of excellence and innovation, DCI’s most honored drum corps celebrates one hundred years of discovery.  On a stage where anything is possible, Ghostlight reveals the traveling performance troupe of contemporary drum and bugle corps we all treasure.
Music is inspired by: “Cycle Song”- “Rhythm Song” – “A True Passion” – “Stroke of Genius” – Symphony #3” – “Circus” – “Ghostlight” by our own Dave Glyde.  We have only heard bits and pieces of the music and drill so far and can’t wait for Family Day to see what we have to look forward to.      (I didn’t realize we could now march 154 – did you?  Guess it has been for a couple of years and we were not paying attention.  While marching 154, we have a total roster of 159 with alternates).  
SNEAK PEEK
The 2019 Sneak Peek for Blue Devil donors was held at the Blue Devil hall in Concord.  We had a very nice attendance for the event.  Donors were given a little heads up on what to expect for the coming season. Donors also got to see a sketch of the new uniforms.  Instructors from each division gave a short talk and there was a question and answer session.  After the presentations, members of the “A” Corps treated everyone with a sample of the music for the show.  Just as the Corps was finishing up – yep, it started raining.  We were a little disappointed it was decided the members would not wear their new “Property of Blue Devils” t-shirts while performing, but we had to agree it was the right decision due to the messy weather  These shirts are a gift to the members from your Booster Club and are pretty special in that only marching members of the “A” Corps are allowed to have the shirt.  The hall was very well decorated and the BBQ chicken lunch was all a person could ask for.  It was good to see the donors and members interacting with each other over the delicious meal.  Many thanks to everyone who pitched in to make this event the success it was.  A job well done by all.

MEMORIAL DAY CAMP
[bookmark: _GoBack]It took a lot of doing to find a rehearsal site due to all the graduations, etc., but after having to change sites a few times Friday and Saturday were held at the Hercules High School in Hercules, CA.  What a beautiful spot that was just right….however, the school sits on the top of a hill and to say it was COLD and WINDY would be a vast understatement.  Sunday and Monday we were back at the Los Medanos College – not quite as cold but it managed to start raining as the kids broke for lunch and then again later on.  Monday we were warmer and dry.  Since our practice field, MARS, was not useable for the Corps, we were unable to have our traditional joint lunch with our “B” Corps.  Maybe and hopefully next year.  There is a lot of work to be done at the field.  Not being able to work on the site for a year definitely took its toll (not BD’s fault).  We were hoping our new Devil’s Food vehicle would be here, but no, not yet.  We are anxious to see it.  We understand it is similar to the new Santa Clara Vanguard “Miss Amana” food truck but with several modifications to fit our needs.  Please let us know if you know anyone who might like to purchase a well-seasoned food truck!!! 
ALL DAY REHEARSALS HAVE STARTED – and all the Devils are here
It’s interesting to see how resourceful these kids can get.  As we have mentioned, housing is a BIG problem.  We just don’t have any available facilities as many corps do and do not have as many people housing as in the distant past and some of the kids are having to pay dearly to have a place to stay.  Corps Director, Pat Seidling, has been wonderful helping to locate sites.  There are a few people who have opened their homes to members – ranging from one or two to up to 15!!  That gets cozy, but they make it work.  Guess it’s good training for sleeping in gyms with 159 people while on tour.  The Corps will be leaving for tour the evening of Monday, June 17.
The Corps performed at the start of the Concord Jazz Festival at the Todos Santos Park in Concord along with the Concord High School Jazz Band.  We were not able to attend personally, but we were told they were great.  We did get to see some videos on Facebook.  They got to wear their “Property of” shirts for this event.  We agree that they looked and sounded great.
FAMILY DAY – JUNE 15 
This time we will be at the Los Medanos College in Pittsburg, CA.  As mentioned earlier, there is a lot of construction being done at the facility and our picnic area will not be available.  Instead, we are going to have a Blue Devils tailgate party in the parking lot.  The area to be roped off is covered, but it might not hurt to bring anything that would make it more comfortable for you – folding chairs, small table, pop-up tent, etc.  “A” Corps families are asked to bring some sort of dessert – anything that is easy to eat and does not need refrigeration.  Some families have brought fruit instead of cookies, etc.  Always good.  If the item is in a bowl or plate and you would like to have it back, please remember to put your name on it.  Lots of people use the disposable dollar store items.
If you are so inclined, help is always appreciated checking the tables, distributing water and, of course, clean up duties.  Just jump right in.

COMING UP (Always double check dates and locations for the various events as there are times when circumstances require a change)
 MIdCal Champions – June 21 - Clovis HS 1055 Fowler Avenue- Clovis, CA
DCI West – June 22 -  625 Nelson Road – Stanford, CA
   FYI:  We are not sure as yet if Stanford will enforce the clear-bag policy or not.  
Moonlight Classic – June 23 = 3835 Freeport Blvd – Sacramento, CA
Corps at the Crest – June 29 - Rose Bowl – 1001 Rose Bowl Avenue – Pasadena. CA
Western Corps Connection – June 30 - 701 S. Mount Vernon - San Bernardino, CA 
     This is usually the Riverside Community College show (RCC).

FUN TIME
For the past several years, our Percussion Caption Head, Scott Johnson, has made it a practice to take an evening to perform with the fabulous and known worldwide drummer Tommy Igoe at Yoshi’s in Oakland, CA.  Several Blue Devil members went again this year and from what we hear, everyone had a fantastic evening.  To top off a great evening, our own snare drummer, Brandon Olander, joined in and was an absolute hit.  If you have had the chance to follow Blue Devils for the past few years, you most likely have seen a documentary and/or articles regarding this amazing young man.  He has been a sensational musician from a very early age.  He was actually good enough to make the Blue Devils drum line way back when, but he was too young to be in the Corps –he was that good!  To our dismay, Brandon will be aging out of drum corps this year after being a great role model and member.  We just can’t say enough about this young man. 

MUCH LOVE TO OUR FATHERS
We send our very best wishes to all the wonderful men in our lives.  Your support and guidance are so important and so appreciated.  Here’s hoping “your day” will be filled with rest and love.
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